
                   

                  SUBORDINATE AND MIXED CUMULATIVE SENTENCES

   These terms describe specific styles of cumulative sentences, which are sentences
that start with a main idea and add layers of detail. Here's how they differ:

 1. SUBORDINATE CUMULATIVE
   A subordinate cumulative sentence organizes the added details in a way that each 
one depends on or connects back to the previous detail. The information builds in a 
step-by-step, connected manner.

 HOW IT WORKS:
Think of it as a chain: each link connects to the one before it.

 EXAMPLE:
- "The dog barked loudly, startling the neighbors, who came to their windows, 
squinting into the darkness, wondering what was wrong."

Breakdown:
- Main idea: "The dog barked loudly."
- Added details depend on each other:
  - Barking startled the neighbors → Neighbors came to their windows → They squinted
into the darkness → They wondered what was wrong.

 2. MIXED CUMULATIVE
A mixed cumulative sentence adds details that don’t necessarily depend on each 
other. Instead, they all describe or expand on the main idea, but in a less 
connected or structured way.

 HOW IT WORKS:
   Think of it as a bouquet of flowers: all the details add color, but they don’t 
rely on each other.

 EXAMPLE:
- "The dog barked loudly, its tail wagging excitedly, the moon shining above, leaves
rustling in the wind."

Breakdown:
- Main idea: "The dog barked loudly."
- Added details: Each one (wagging tail, moon shining, rustling leaves) paints part 



of the picture but doesn’t directly connect to the others.

 EASY COMPARISON:
Subordinate - Details depend on each other in sequence. 
"The cat climbed the tree, scaring the birds, which flew away, leaving the branches 
swaying."      
Mixed - Details are independent but descriptive.  
"The cat climbed the tree, its fur gleaming in the sunlight, the wind rustling the 
leaves nearby."  |

 IN SHORT:
- Subordinate cumulative: Details are like a chain, each one connected to the 
previous.
- Mixed cumulative: Details are like individual pieces of a puzzle, all contributing
to the big picture but not directly linked.


