A BRIEF LIST OF 13 STUDIES
(CONDUCTED WITH THE USE OF HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION)

MUSTARD GAS TESTED ON THE AMERICAN MILITARY

In 1943, the U.S. Navy exposed its own sailors to mustard gas. Officially, the Navy was testing the effectiveness of new
clothing and gas masks against the deadly gas that had proven so terrifying in the first World War. The worst of the
experiments occurred at the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington. Seventeen and 18-year old boys were approached
after eight weeks of boot camp and asked if they wanted to participate in an experiment that would help shorten the war.
Only when the boys reached the Research Laboratory were they told the experiment involved mustard gas. The participants,
almost all of whom suffered severe external and internal burns, were ignored by the Navy and, in some cases, threatened
with the Espionage Act. In 1991, the reports were finally declassified and taken before Congress.

RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS IN PREGNANT WOMEN

Shortly after World War II, with the impending Cold War forefront on the minds of Americans, many medical researchers
were preoccupied with the idea of radioactivity and chemical warfare. In an experiment at Vanderbilt University, 829
pregnant women were given “vitamin drinks” they were told would improve the health of their unborn babies. Instead, the
drinks contained radioactive iron and the researchers were studying how quickly the radioisotope crossed into the placenta.
At least seven of the babies later died from cancers and leukemia, and the women themselves experienced rashes, bruises,
anemia, loss of hair and tooth, and cancer.

INFECTED MOSQUITOS IN TOWNS

In 1956 and 1957, the United States Army conducted a number of biological warfare experiments on the cities of Savannah,
Georgia and Avon Park, Florida. In one such experiment, millions of infected mosquitos were released into the two cities, in
order to see if the insects could spread yellow fever and dengue fever. Not surprisingly, hundreds of researchers contracted
illnesses that included fevers, respiratory problems, stillbirths, encephalitis, and typhoid. In order to photograph the results of
their experiments, Army researchers pretended to be public health workers. Several people died as a result of the research.

SYPHILIS EXPERIMENTS IN GUATEMALA

From 1946 to 1948, the United States government, Guatemalan president Juan José Arévalo, and some Guatemalan health
ministries, cooperated in a disturbing human experiment on unwitting Guatemalan citizens. Doctors deliberately infected
soldiers, prostitutes, prisoners, and mental patients with syphilis and other sexually transmitted diseases in an attempt to
track their untreated natural progression. Treated only with antibiotics, the experiment resulted in at least 30 documented
deaths. In 2010, the United States made a formal apology to Guatemala for their involvement in these experiments.

TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

In 1932, the U.S. Public Health Service began working with the Tuskegee Institute to track the natural progression of
untreated syphilis. Six hundred poor, illiterate, male sharecroppers were found and hired in Macon County, Alabama. Of the
600 men, only 399 had previously contracted syphilis, and none were told they had a life threatening disease. Instead, they
were told they were receiving free healthcare, meals, and burial insurance in exchange for participating. Even after Penicillin
was proven an effective cure for syphilis in 1947, the study continued until 1972. In addition to the original subjects, victims of
the study included wives who contracted the disease, and children born with congenital syphilis. In 1997, President Bill
Clinton formally apologized to those affected by what is often called the “most infamous biomedical experiment in U.S.
history.”
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STANFORD PRISON EXPERIMENT

Conducted at Stanford University from August 14-20, 1971, the Stanford Prison Experiment was an investigation into the
causes of conflict between military guards and prisoners. Twenty-four male students were chosen and randomly assigned
roles of prisoners and guards. They were then situated in a specially-designed mock prison in the basement of the Stanford
psychology building. Those subjects assigned to be guards enforced authoritarian measures and subjected the prisoners to
psychological torture. Surprisingly, many of the prisoners accepted the abuses. Though the experiment exceeded the
expectations of all of the researchers, it was abruptly ended after only six days.

EFFECT OF RADIATION ON TESTICLES

Between 1963 and 1973, dozens of Washington and Oregon prison inmates were used as test subjects in an experiment
designed to test the effects of radiation on testicles. Bribed with cash and the suggestion of parole, 130 inmates willingly
agreed to participate in the experiments conducted by the University of Washington on behalf of the U.S. government. In
most cases, subjects were zapped with over 400 rads of radiation (the equivalent of 2,400 chest x-rays) in 10 minute intervals.
However, it was much later that the inmates learned the experiments were far more dangerous than they had been told. In
2000, the former participants settled a $2.4 million class-action settlement from the University.

THE ADVERSION PROJECT

In 1969, during South Africa’s detestable Apartheid era, thousands of homosexuals were handed over to the care of Dr.
Aubrey Levin, an army colonel and psychologist convinced he could “cure” homosexuals. At the Voortrekkerhoogte military
hospital near Pretoria, Levin used electroconvulsive aversion therapy to “reorientate” his patients. Electrodes were strapped
to a patient’s upper arm with wires running to a dial calibrated from 1 to 10. Homosexual men were shown pictures of a
naked man and encouraged to fantasize, at which point the patient was subjected to severe shocks. When Levin was warned
that he would be named an abuser of human rights, he emigrated to Canada where he currently works at a teaching hospital.

STUDY OF HUMANS ACCIDENTALLY EXPOSED TO FALLOUT RADIATION

The 1954 “Study of Response of Human Beings exposed to Significant Beta and Gamma Radiation due to Fall-out from
High-Yield Weapons,” known better as Project 4.1, was a medical study conducted by the U.S. of residents of the Marshall
Islands. When the Castle Bravo nuclear test resulted in a yield larger than originally expected, the government instituted a top
secret study to “evaluate the severity of radiation injury” to those accidentally exposed. Though most sources agree the
exposure was unintentional, many Marshallese believed Project 4.1 was planned before the Castle Bravo test. In all, 239
Marshallese were exposed to significant levels of radiation.

OPERATION MIDNIGHT CLIMAX

Initially established in the 1950s as a sub-project of a CIA-sponsored, mind-control research program, Operation Midnight
Climax sought to study the effects of LSD on individuals. In San Francisco and New York, unconsenting subjects were lured
to safehouses by prostitutes on the CIA payroll, unknowingly given LSD and other mind-altering substances, and monitored
from behind one-way glass. Though the safehouses were shut down in 1965, when it was discovered that the CIA was
administering LSD to human subjects, Operation Midnight Climax was a theater for extensive research on sexual blackmail,
surveillance technology, and the use of mind-altering drugs on field operations.

HEPATITUS IN MENTALLY DISABLED CHILDREN

In the 1950s, Willowbrook State School, a New York state-run institution for mentally handicapped children, began
experiencing outbreaks of hepatitis. Due to unsanitary conditions, it was virtually inevitable that these children would
contract hepatitis. Dr. Saul Krugman, sent to investigate the outbreak, proposed an experiment that would assist in
developing a vaccine. However, the experiment required deliberately infecting children with the disease. Though Krugman’s
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study was controversial from the start, critics were eventually silenced by the permission letters obtained from each child’s
parents. In reality, offering one’s child to the experiment was oftentimes the only way to guarantee admittance into the
overcrowded institution.

PROJECT ARTICHOKE

In the 1950s, the CIA’s Office of Scientific Intelligence ran a series of mind control projects in an attempt to answer the
question “Can we get control of an individual to the point where he will do our bidding against his will and even against
fundamental laws of nature?” One of these programs, Project Artichoke, studied hypnosis, forced morphine addiction, drug
withdrawal, and the use of chemicals to incite amnesia in unwitting human subjects. Though the project was eventually shut
down in the mid-1960s, the project opened the door to extensive research on the use of mind-control in field operations.

STATEVILLE PENITENTIARY MALARIA STUDY

During World War II, malaria and other tropical diseases were impeding the efforts of American military in the Pacific. In
order to get a grip, the Malaria Research Project was established at Stateville Penitentiary in Joliet, Illinois. Doctors from the
University of Chicago exposed 441 volunteer inmates to bites from malaria-infected mosquitos. Though one inmate died of a
heart attack, researchers insisted his death was unrelated to the study. The widely-praised experiment continued at Stateville
for 29 years, and included the first human test of Primaquine, a medication still used in the treatment of malaria and
Pneumocystis pneumonia.

PROJECT QKHILLTOP

In 1954, the CIA developed an experiment called Project QKHILLTOP to study Chinese brainwashing techniques, which they
then used to develop new methods of interrogation. Leading the research was Dr. Harold Wolff of Cornell University Medical
School. After requesting that the CIA provide him with information on imprisonment, deprivation, humiliation, torture,
brainwashing, hypnoses, and more, Wolff’s research team began to formulate a plan through which they would develop
secret drugs and various brain damaging procedures. According to a letter he wrote, in order to fully test the effects of the
harmful research, Wolff expected the CIA to “make available suitable subjects.”
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