HOW TO READ GUITAR TABLATURE
Guitar tablature, often simply called "tab," is a popular way to notate music for
guitarists. It's a simple and easy-to-understand system that represents the guitar
strings and frets. Here's a step-by-step guide on how to read guitar tablature:

UNDERSTAND THE BASICS:

>A standard guitar tab consists of six horizontal lines, each representing one of
the guitar strings.

>The top line represents the high E string (the thinnest string), and the bottom
line represents the low E string (the thickest string).

KNOW THE NUMBERS:

>Numbers on the lines indicate which fret to press down on that particular string.
For example, if you see "3" on the third line (G string), it means to press down the
third fret on the G string.

RECOGNIZE THE STRINGS:

>Memorize the string names from top to bottom: E (high E), B, G, D, A, E (low E).
This order matches the lines on the tab from top to bottom.

PLAY THE NOTES:

>Read the tab from left to right, just like reading sheet music.

>When you see a number on a string, press down the corresponding fret on that string
and pluck it. If there's no number on a string, it means you don't play that string
for that particular note.

UNDERSTANDING TIMING:

>Tablature doesn't represent the duration of each note. You'll need to rely on your
knowledge of the song or listen to the original recording to understand the rhythm
and timing.

CHORDS AND TECHNIQUES:

>In addition to single notes, tabs can also represent chords and various guitar



techniques. Symbols and notation are often used to indicate bends, slides,
hammer-ons, pull-offs, and more.

>Chords are usually represented by numbers stacked vertically, indicating that you
should play all the notes at the same time. For example, a "C" chord might be
represented as follows:

SPECIAL NOTATIONS:
Tabs can include various notations and symbols, such as:

/ or \: Slide up (forward slash) or down (backslash) from one fret to another.

h: Hammer-on (pluck the first note and then tap the second note without picking
it again).

p: Pull-off (pluck the first note and then pull off your finger to sound the
second note without picking it again).

X or X: Mute or "chug" the string (typically used in heavy rock or metal
music).

REPEAT SIGNS:

>Some sections of a song may have repeat signs (||: and :||) to indicate that you
should play a specific part of the tab multiple times.

BAR LINES:

>Bar lines can be used to separate different sections of a song, making it easier to
follow along.

KEY AND TEMPO:

>Sometimes, tabs include information about the song's key and tempo, although this
is less common than in standard sheet music.

NOTE: (As you practice reading guitar tablature, you'll become more familiar with
the symbols and techniques commonly used in tabs. It's a valuable tool for learning



songs, especially if you're just starting out and want to play your favorite
tunes...)

MORE COMPLEX SYMBOLS AND TECHNIQUES

INTERVAL NOTATION:

>In advanced tabs, you might come across interval notation, which indicates the
interval between notes rather than specific fret numbers. For example, "2h5" means
to hammer-on from the 2nd fret to the 5th fret.

EXTENDED TECHNIQUES:

>Look for advanced techniques such as tapping, artificial harmonics, and tapping
harmonics. These are often indicated by specific symbols or notation. For example,
"T" may indicate a tap, and "~" may represent a harmonic.

TREMOLO PICKING:

>Tabs may include indications for tremolo picking, denoted by a series of "T"
symbols or "TP" for tremolo picking.

ADVANCED CHORDS:

>Advanced tabs may include complex chord shapes and voicings that are notated in
various ways. Study chord diagrams and chord names carefully.

BENDS AND VIBRATO:

>Pay attention to bend notation, such as "1/2" (a half-step bend), "1" (a whole-step
bend), or "2.5" (a step and a half bend). Vibrato is often notated with a wavy line
(~) above the note.

ARTICULATION AND DYNAMICS:

>Look for symbols indicating articulation and dynamics. This includes staccato (a

dot above or below a note), legato (slurs), accents (>), and other expressive
markings.

MULTIPLE GUITAR PARTS:



>Advanced songs may involve multiple guitar parts. Tabs often label these parts as
"Guitar 1," "Guitar 2," and so on, making it clear which part to play.

HARMONIES AND COUNTERPOINT:

>Tabs for advanced songs may include harmonized guitar parts or counterpoint. Pay
attention to how multiple guitar lines interact.

TIME MARKERS AND SEGMENTS:

>Some tabs include time markers or segment labels (e.g., "Verse, Chorus,"

"Bridge") to help you navigate the song's structure.



